
 
 

 
 
 
 

COVID-19 
MESSAGE 
FROM ISC 
S  K     REGION 
July 5, 2021 
Hello/Tansi, 
 
Summer is often a time for gathering with friends and family; however, we must all remain diligent in following public health 
measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
 
We thank all those who have received their first dose of the vaccine. Book an appointment for your second dose to 
increase the effectiveness of reducing severe disease outcomes such as hospitalization and death. Being fully vaccinated, 
together with following all public health measures, are needed to protect each other and reduce the spread of COVID-
19. 
 
A cautious approach is still necessary while vaccine coverage continues to increase, since there is the possibility of a 
variant emerging that requires changes to our vaccination program and targets. We will continue to monitor progress as 
we work toward the goal of 85% of people eligible for vaccines being fully vaccinated. 
 
The Government of Canada announced the first phase of easing border measures for eligible travellers entering Canada 
beginning on July 5, 2021. Although public health measures are starting to ease across the province and country, 
variants of concern continue to spread rapidly. To keep your community safe, it is important that all those eligible 
become fully vaccinated by getting both doses of the vaccine. Even after vaccination, and as society begins to reopen, it 
is important that residents continue to follow public health measures to protect those who may not yet be vaccinated. 

 
 

 
IN THE NEWS 
 

On June 30, 2021, Government of Canada announced four new projects receiving funding through the Immunization 
Partnership Fund (IPF) to support vaccination efforts across Canada. These community-based projects will support 
COVID-19 vaccine uptake among communities disproportionately impacted by the pandemic through targeted outreach 
and culturally relevant interventions. 
 
On June 28, Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) updated Indigenous communities on their response to COVID-19.  
 
 
 
 
 
  

COVID-19 IN SASKATCHEWAN FIRST NATIONS COMMUNITIES 
As of July 5, 2021:  7696 confirmed; 7493 recovered; 134 active; 69 deaths 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
If you are fully vaccinated and do not have symptoms of COVID-
19, you can now do more things safely. This means: you may 
consider getting close to others without wearing a mask taking 
into account the risk level of others and the setting. You may also 
not need to quarantine after travelling or after being exposed to 
a person with COVID-19. 

If you are going to a crowded outdoor setting where you expect 
to be around people whose vaccine status is unknown, follow the 
measures put in place by the owner/organizer to reduce the risk 
of COVID-19. You may choose to continue wearing a mask and 
physical distancing based on your own personal risk (e.g., if you 
are at risk of more severe disease or outcomes) and comfort 
level. Outdoor settings are safer than indoor or poorly ventilated 
settings. A fully vaccinated person wearing a mask outdoors has 
an extra layer of protection, but this is not necessary.  

You should continue to follow the local public health advice on 
masking and gathering size restrictions, which may remain in place 
until a larger proportion of the population is fully vaccinated.  

Keep in mind that your vaccination status will not be known by 
those operating businesses or venues― so they will be following 
public health recommendations that are based on the risk in the 
community.  

For now, large indoor crowds are higher risk, so consider 
masking and physical distancing regardless of your vaccination 
status.   

What is the federal government’s advice regarding personal 
measures―such as masking and physical distancing? 
 
The COVID-19 situation is different across the country. That’s 
why plans for easing restrictive public health measures and 
recommendations for the use of personal preventive measures― 
such as masking and physical distancing—vary. The Government 
of Canada’s general advice for “life after vaccination” promotes a 
risk-based approach to support individual decision-making in the 
context of local public health recommendations and restrictions.   

The provinces and territories recommendations are based on 
what is happening with COVID-19 rates, variants of concern, and 
vaccination coverage in their jurisdictions. First and foremost, 
members of the public need to continue to follow those 
recommendations as they are specific to current risk level in their 
community.  

 
 
We keep hearing “until a larger proportion of the 
population is fully vaccinated”, what does that mean 
and what is the plan once that happens?   
 
A larger proportion of the population being fully vaccinated, 
from a regional perspective, Dr. Khan and Dr. Ndubuka have set 
the vaccine coverage goal of 85% of the eligible population 
having received both doses of a two dose vaccine series, and  
at least 14 days have passed since the final dose.  
 
When a larger proportion of the eligible population is fully 
vaccinated, cases are expected to be low and other indicators to 
be met (for example, low number of hospital and ICU 
admissions). When this occurs, community level public health 
measures will relax even more. The local public health authority 
will continue monitoring COVID-19 activity, as we know that it 
won’t go away completely. If case counts start to increase 
sharply and there is concern about hospital capacity or the 
effectiveness of the vaccine against a circulating variant, public 
health measures could be re-instated. You should continue to 
follow the advice of your local public health authority and the 
requirements of the public settings you are going into. 

 

Vaccines and Variants 
 

After Vaccination 
 

Please continue to send your questions and requests related to COVID-19 to aadnc.skemergency.aandc@canada.ca 
Visit our Saskatchewan portal  for links to a variety of COVID-19 resources in various Indigenous languages. 


